
Paper 2—Section A—Changing Cities  

Changing Cities the overview  

Urbanisation—The increase in the percentage of people living in towns and cities.  

Degree of urbanisation  - The proportion/extent of people living in urban areas com-

pared to rural areas. This is highest in developed countries. 

Rate of urbanisation—How fast urban growth is taking place in a specific country. This 

is highest in emerging and developing countries. 

Site The actual location of a settlement on the Earth, composed of the physical char-
acteristics of the landscape.  

Situation The location of a place relative to its surroundings and other places.  

Land use zones How land is use within urban areas e.g. the CBD, residential, industri-

al, inner city, outer city, suburbs.  

Deindustrialisation Decreased activity in manufacturing and closure of industries, 

leading to unemployment. For example of the steel industry.  

Counter urbanisation The movement of people from urban areas to smaller settle-

ments. For example from Sheffield to Stocksbridge.  

Inequality The unfair situation in society where some people have more opportunities 

than others. This exists in Sheffield especially comparing the North to the South west. 

National migration The process of people changing their place of residence within a 

country. International migration The process of people migration between countries. 

There are arguments why this has impacted Sheffield in a positive and negative way.  

Regeneration The redevelopment of run down urban areas.  

Re-urbanisation When people who used to live in the city and then moved out to the 

country or to a suburb, move back to live in the city.  For example, back to Park Hill 

and the Kelham Island.  

Sustainable urban living A way in which people can meet their needs without reduc-

ing the needs of others in the future through energy use, waste management and 

public transport. For example—regenerating Park Hill, Kelham Island and also sustain-

able transport like the super tram.  

Key points 

• Sheffield is located in South Yorkshire, the north of England.  

• The situation is that it is near transport links such as the M1. It is also near major 
cities like Leeds. 

• Deindustrialisation caused job loss, economic decline and derelict buildings.  

• Counter urbanisation caused the growth of commuter villages and the decline of 
the city centre.  

• Migration brings new food, culture, people and skills but it does create challenges. 

Challenges  

• Sustainability in Sheffield is a challenge, but there are electric trams and an in-
crease in green spaces and bike lanes.  A 

• Retail in the city centre has declined. This is due to online shopping and shopping 
centres like Meadowhall.  

• Deindustrialisation (social, economic and env impacts)  

• Inequality—Areas of Sheffield that has less deprivation is Ecclesall, Dore, 

Totley. Areas with more deprivation are Burngreave.  

• Solutions: bike rent scheme, regeneration e.g The Moor and Kelham Island, 

Sheffield City Region developments 
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A case study of a major city in an emerging  economy—MEXICO CITY  

Key words— 

Poverty: When people lack the means to satisfy basic needs such as water and food.  

Quality of life: The standard of health, well-being and happiness of people  

Squatter settlement: An area which consists of self-built houses made from scrap 

materials such as corrugated iron and 20 plastic, usually without piped water, elec-

tricity or sewage disposal.  

Connectivity: The ability to connect and communicate between places.  

Rate of natural increase: The speed of change in the difference between the birth  

Top-down approach: Where decisions are made by governments or large companies 

with little consultation; often large-scale and expensive.  

Bottom-up approach: Projects that involve local people and communities in decision-

making, often involving small-scale projects for the poorest rate and the death rate.  

 

Challenges Solutions 

Informal housing and informal jobs Government attempts to formalise hous-

es, building more and formalise employ-

ment 

waste management Emisor Oriente waste tunnel  

water supply and management Water harvesting (bottom up) 

air pollution and traffic management Cable car for transport, bike Sundays, 

app for peseros  

crime Helicopter patrols and military to crack 

Search—vimeo World’s busiest city for a good documentary  
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Use the figures to answer the questions below. This will help to 
practise your geographical skills that are in this section of the 
exam paper.  

1.Line graphs— a.Calculate the net migration in 2016 in the UK.  
b. Describe how it has changed over time.  

2.Satellite images— a.Identify different land use zones shown in 
the photo. b.What does this show about retail change?  

3.Population pyramids - a.Describe the population pyramid for 
Delhi. b.How would one for Sheffield be different? 

4.choropleth maps- a.Where are highest percentage of people 
living in urban areas? How is this expected to change in Asia? 

5.GIS (Geographical Information Systems) What does the map 
show about inequality in Sheffield? 
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6. Census data: a.What percentage of people 
are in employment in Sheffield? b.What per-
centage are unemployed? 

7.Ecological footprint: a.What does an ecologi-
cal footprint show? 

8. Historic images and maps:  a. How has the 
size of the village Anston changed? b.define 
counter urbanisation  

9. Using quantitative data to judge quality of 
life: How could a map of location of gyms relate 
to quality of life? 

10. Using qualitative data to judge to quality of 
life.  

Since Sheffield city centre 

began to be developed, like 

Park Hill, The Moor and the 

light Cinema, it really has 

felt safer . 
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